founding effects of smoking, the authors calculated the SMRs for other cigarette smoke "induced" cancers -namely, those of the larynx, bladder, kidney, and oesophagusand found no increase. While all of these cancers are related to cigarette smoking to some extent, the association is much more tenuous than it is for lung cancer. Other factors, in particular alcohol and diet, also have a significant effect. In contrast, the SMR for emphysema for the diatomite workers was 180, indicating a greater risk of dying from emphysema than from lung cancer. The cause and effect relationship between cigarette smoking and emphysema is as compelling, if not more so, than it is between lung cancer and smoking. Moreover, there is virtually no cause of disabling emphysema leading to death other than cigarette smoking. Weill and McDonald correctly cast doubt on studies that rely on subjects selected from silicosis registries or from registers of those who have been compensated. One of the papers referred to is that of Ng et al who studied subjects with silicosis in Singapore.2 The paper stated that over 90% oftheir cohort were smokers, compared with 60% of the general population. It is difficult to understand how so many studies that rely on silicosis registries and their like find their way into print. The question as to whether exposure to silica per se or silicosis is associated with an increased rate of lung cancer cannot be answered by statistical manipulation of defective data; statistics obviously have a role to play but, as Bradford Hill pointed out many years ago, only in conjunction with other criteria, the most important of which is biological plausibility. Richard Doll deals with cancers weakly related to smoking. Authors from the Bart's group spell out the harm from passive smoking and evidence of its effects on the respiratory and cardiovascular systems as well as during pregnancy. The chapters by Reid on tobacco control, Chapman on advertising, and Pollock on the tobacco industry make stimulating, inf6rmative reading and are complemented by accounts of the current legal position of tobacco and of the industry's tactics.
There are informative chapters on smokeless tobacco, the history of tobacco substitutes, and the moves to reduce tar and nicotine levels. Baron provides a balanced discussion of the putative beneficial effects of nicotine and cigarette smoking, and a chapter is devoted to women as a vulnerable target group. The overview of cessation by Foulds is a competent account delivered from the viewpoint of a psychologist in the field, but perhaps more space could have been given to work and progress with patients.
This readable book is up to date, comprehensive, and well referenced. It is likely to be of interest to a wider audience than just medics, paramedics, public health experts, psychologists, and students who wish to be well informed. I recommend it not just to interested individuals, hospital and university libraries, but also to the general public. - 
